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FROM  THE  EDITOR 

We  all  know  there's  a lot  of  pressure  on 
specialized  transit  services.  This  issue  of 
BREAKING  DOWN  THE  BARRIERS 
focuses  on  one  of  the  possible  solutions  ~ 
encouraging  people , when  and  if  they're 
able , to  use  conventional  public  transit  more 
frequently.  Cities  have  been  making  their 
public  transit  systems  more  accessible 
through  new  low-floor  buses , etc.  The 
arguments  for  using  public  transit  are 
convenience , cost  and  a potentially  more 
responsive  specialized  transit  system  when 
you  need  it. 

We're  always  looking  for  story  ideas.  We'd 
particularly  like  to  do  more  on  the  issues 
that  face  rural  specialized  transportation 
services.  Please  call  us  at  427  - 7674  if  you 
have  any  suggestions  for  stories  or 
comments. 

ET  AND  CT  ANNOUNCE  NEW 
ACCESSIBLE  TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAMS 

Do  you  know  everything  you  need  to  about 
accessible  transportation  in  your 
community?  If  the  answer  is  no  — and  you 
live  in  Edmonton  or  Calgary,  you’re  about  to 
get  help.  Both  cities  are  developing 
programs  and  materials  to  help  you  learn 


about  the  different  options  for  accessible 
transportation  in  the  public  transit  system. 


Three  of  the  accessible  transportation  options 
found  in  both  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 


There  are  two  main  reasons  why  Edmonton 
Transit  (ET)  and  Calgary  Transit  (CT)  are 
introducing  this  new  program: 

•They  want  you  to  know  about  all  of  the 
accessible  transportation  improvements 
they’ve  made  to  the  public  transit  system 
so  that  if  you  normally  use  or  are  thinking 
of  using  Calgary  Handi-Bus  or  DATS, 
you’ll  consider  riding  on  conventional 
public  transit  sometimes . 

•They  want  to  ease  the  pressure  of  service 
demands  upon  Handi-Bus  and  DATS. 

Potentially,  you  may  benefit  two  ways  from 
new  program.  You’ll  have: 


• More  transportation  options. 

• Improved  DATS  or  Handi-Bus  service  if 
more  trips  can  be  accommodated  on  the 
conventional  public  transit  system. 

The  programs  in  both  cities  are  designed  to 
be  very  flexible.  Material  will  be  available 
in  written,  video  and/or  audio  form. 
Presentations  can  be  made  to  community 
and  service  groups  or  on  an  individual  basis 
if  that’s  what  is  needed.  The  areas  covered 
in  the  program  will  range  from  information 
on  light  rail  transit  and  its  accessibility,  to 
low  floor  buses  with  kneeling  features, 
hydraulic  lifts,  ramps  and  community  buses. 

Edmonton’s  program  was  launched  on  May 
30.  It’s  called  MOBILITY  CHOICES.  If 
you  or  your  group  is  interested  in  getting 
more  information,  call  Margaret  Dushinski 
in  Edmonton  at  496  - 5788.  Calgary’s  pilot 
program  on  travel  training  is  targeted  to 
begin  in  the  fall.  The  contact  at  Calgary 
Transit  is  Greg  Hull,  230  - 6606. 


ATTENDANTS  MAY  RIDE  FREE  ON 
CALGARY  TRANSIT 

On  June  5 Calgary  City  Council  approved  a 
pilot  project  wiping  out  transit  fares  for 
attendants  of  persons  with  disabilities.  The 
pilot  project  will  last  for  one  year.  It  will 
apply  to  all  public  transit  in  Calgary,  but  is 
only  in  effect  when  the  attendant  is 
travelling  with  the  person  with  disabilities  -- 
and  when  the  person  with  disabilities  is 
using  a mobility  device. 

Currently,  persons  with  disabilities  and 
attendants  each  pay  full  fare  ($1.50)  to  ride 
transit,  but  attendants  ride  free  on  Handi- 
Bus. 


The  move  is  mainly  designed  to  help 
persons  with  disabilities  use  the  accessible 
buses  Calgary  Transit  has  introduced  in 
recent  years.  A by-product  of  the  successful 
pilot  project  might  be  more  responsive 
Handi-Bus  service  if  there  is  decreased  use 
of  specialized  transit  services. 


REPORT  ON  REPORTS  Jgf 

Currently,  AT&Uhas  three  reports  -f|; 
that  they'd  be  happy  to  share  vfith  f | 
you. 

The  Barrier-Free  Transportation 
f v;:  Plan,  1994-1997,  ‘‘Learning  by 
Doing”  (an  update  ofAT&U’s 
three-year  plan). 

1;||  The  Baniiead  Accessible  Taxi 
e - ■:  ' : - :>  . r:port 

prepared  by  the  Town  of ' • 

:§/  Banhead  on  its  successful  • -;3V. 
project) 

• Transport 

p Persons  with  Disabilities  in  s 

of  a||§94'  -iurvey.: 
of  Alberta  communities) 

If  you  or  your  group  is  interested  in 
receiving  a copy  of  any  or  all  of  the: 
three  reports,  please  phone  Catherine 
Thy  lor. : 

Ms.  Taylor  can  be  reached  through  a : 
Rite  Operator  in  Edmonton  at 


DRIVERS  WITH  DISABILITIES  MAY 
BE  IN  DANGER 

Steering  control  devices 
installed  across  the  air 
bag  cover  may  present  a 
danger  to  drivers,  warns 
the  National  Highway  Traffic 
Safety  Administration. 

The  “spanner  bar”  has  knobs  near  either  end 
that  help  drivers  with  disabilities  steer. 

When  the  air  bag  deploys,  this  bar  could  be 
hurled  toward  anyone  inside  the  vehicle  and 
cause  severe  injuries.  Of  special  concern 
are  bars  held  in  place  by  a spring  latch, 
adjustable  screws  or  other  compression 
devices. 


NEW  DRIVER  TRAINING  GUIDE  IN 
THE  WORKS 

Alberta  Transportation  and  Utilities  (AT&U) 
is  developing  a guide  to  provide  information 
to  drivers  of  vehicles  for  persons  with 
disabilities.  The  guide  will  be  specifically 
aimed  at  drivers  in  small  communities  who 
may  have  no  access  to  formal,  organized 
training. 

A need  for  a 
guide  or  manual 
was  identified 
at  a series  of 
workshops 
held  across 
the  province. 


An  alternative  to  the  “spanner  bar”  is  a 
rim-mounted  device.  It  is  less  likely  to  be 
dislodged. 

FEDERAL  FUNDING  FOR 
ACCESSIBLE  VANS 

Does  your  community  need  an  accessible 
van?  The  federal  government  may  be  able  to 
help  you  with  funding  for  accessible  commu- 
nity vans  for  communities  with  a population 
of  less  than  10,000.  They  also  may  fund  the 
purchase  of  accessible  vans  if  those  vans  will 
be  used  to  provide  licensed  commercial 
service  to  airports. 

For  more  information  call  1-  800-665-6478 
or  (TTY)  1-800-823-3823  and  ask  about  the 
Accessible  Vehicle  Acquisition  Program. 

You  need  to  act  quickly.  The  program  ends 
March  31, 1996  and  all  applications  need 
to  be  received  before  December  1, 1995. 


AT&U’s  first  step  was  to  do  a needs 
analysis.  Three  groups  of  people  were 
interviewed:  drivers,  passengers,  and  owner/ 
operators  of  transportation  systems.  The 
results  indicated  that  drivers  and  owner/ 
operators  want  a portable  (i.e.  small),  easy- 
to-read  reference  guide.  The  guide  will  be 
written  over  the  summer.  In  September 
users  will  field-test  it.  The  final  edition 
(with  the  changes  incorporated  after  the 
field-testing)  should  be  published  by 
January. 

If  you’re  involved  in  any  way  with  driving  a 
vehicle  for  people  with  disabilities  - or  have 
any  thoughts  on  the  matter,  Gordon  Kijek  at 
Alberta  Transportation  is  interested  in 
hearing  from  you.  Nothing  about  this 
project  is  carved  in  stone  until  December  — 
and  your  comments  may  make  a difference. 
Gordon  Kijek  can  be  reached  through  a Rite 
Operator  in  Edmonton  at  427-8901. 


MEDICINE  HAT  JOINS  LIST  OF  CITIES 
IN  PROVINCE  WITH  LOW  FLOOR 
BUSES 

(reprinted  from  the  March  14th  edition  of  The  Medicine  Hat 
News ) 

For  Hatters  with  disabilities,  the  bus  stops 
here. 

Since  April  1,  the  city’s  first  low  floor  bus 
has  enabled  people  in  wheelchairs  to  get  on 
the  bus  along  with  able-bodied  riders. 

“It’s  the  best  of  both  worlds”,  said  Ken 
Schneider,  who  uses  a wheel  chair  and  has 
ridden  low-floor  buses  in  Europe.  “I  have 
no  problem  getting  on  or  off.” 

“A  unique  design  enables  the  bus  to  drop  its 
front  end,  put  down  a platform  and  allow  a 
person  in  a wheelchair  to  go  from  the  curb 
straight  onto  the  low-floor  bus,  which  has  no 
steps,”  said  public  services  commissioner 
Bob  Nicolay. 

The  wheelchair  can  then  be  backed  into  a 
secure  area  on  the  bus  where  the  wheels  are 
locked  into  place. 
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The  bus,  which  seats  39  able-bodied 
passengers,  accommodates  two  wheelchairs. 
Anyone  with  problems  negotiating  stairs 
will  find  the  low-floor  bus  much  easier  to 
use. 


Dorothy  Retelbach,  chair  of  the  city’s 
advisory  committee  on  issues  affecting 
persons  with  disabilities,  hopes  the  city  will 
eventually  replace  its  entire  fleet  with  low- 
floor  buses,  so  wheelchair  users  can  access 
public  transportation  throughout  Medicine 
Hat. 


